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“Pioneer in pediatric surgery in his own country, 
a brilliant technical surgeon, a superb clinician, 

exceptional teacher and organizer, creative,  
Julio Monereo was all of these, but he was much more.” 

(Gans S, Lister J, Rickham P, Ruiz Company S.  
Obituary Julio Monereo. J Ped Surg. 1978; 13(4): 353-4)

“On May 20, 1977, the Spanish Council of Ministers 
approved Pediatric Surgery as a specialty of its own 

acknowledged by the Ministry of Education and Science 
(…). Spanish pediatric surgeons got educated wherever 

we could and as best as we could. We encountered no 
help in General Surgery university environments, so we 

had to find shelter in Pediatrics.” 
(J. Monereo. La actualidad de la Cirugía Pediátrica.  

An Esp Pediatr. 1977; 10: 689)

Scientific progress was completely left aside in the 
decades following the Spanish Civil War, which caused 
a delay in the acquisition of new technical and surgical 
knowledge in the nation. Among many other things, the 
60s brought an increase in per capita income and a rise in 
social awareness of the healthcare system and the inter-
ests of children as an independent social entity. There was 
growing concern about children’s health, and pediatric 
institutions and specialized medical and surgical units 
were increasingly demanded. Hence, on July 18, 1965*, 
and promoted by Professor Enrique Jaso Roldán, La Paz 
Pediatric Clinic was inaugurated in Madrid, thus becoming 
the first modern healthcare facility specialized in pediatrics 
in the Spanish Social Security system. In this brand-new 
healthcare city, the first Pediatric Surgery Department in 
Spain was created. And this is where the pioneer we are 

talking about – Julio Monereo González – comes into play. 
He devoted his last twelve years of life to the advance and 
modernization of our specialty, “deeply honoring pediatric 
surgery and forming a large group of pediatric surgeons 
as rigorous and enthusiast as their mentor.”(1). 

Julio Monereo was born in the parish of Somió, Gijón 
(Spain), on July 22, 1924. He graduated in Medicine at 
Universidad Complutense de Madrid in 1947 with 17 high 
honors. In 1948, he joined Madrid Provincial Hospital as 
an in-house surgeon and worked there until 1956. 

In 1953, he married Ana Luisa Megías Boix, with 
whom he had four daughters: Susana, Ana Luisa, Paloma, 
and Clara. 

In 1954, he presented his doctoral dissertation, 
“Pre-cancer colonic and rectal lesions.” Although he got 
educated in pediatric surgery “wherever he could and as 
best as he could,” as he wrote himself, he received excel-
lent education in general surgery until 1958, completing 
various training programs abroad – at St. Marcks, Royal 
Free, and Great Ormond hospitals in London (1950-1951), 
at Philadelphia Hospital (1952-53), in Los Angeles (1954-
55), and in Toronto. As he reported himself, in 1950, our 
specialty only had twelve units in the fifty pediatric hos-
pitals in the US, three in the UK, two in France, two in 
Italy, one in Mexico, and one in Argentina(2). 

After this worldwide journey, he devoted his career 
to pediatric surgery, and especially, he boosted neonatal 
surgery, which was unknown and little practiced back then. 
From 1957 to 1965, he was in charge of the Neonatal 
Surgery Department at Madrid’s Provincial Institute of 
Gynecology and Obstetrics. And in 1965, with the inaugu-
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*On July 18, 1964, on the occasion of the anniversary of the National 
Uprising by Franco, both La Paz and Puerta de Hierro hospitals were 
inaugurated to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the end of the 
Spanish Civil War. This is why the hospital was named La Paz – “paz” 
meaning “peace” in Spanish(4).
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ration of La Paz Hospital, he became head of the Pediatric 
Surgery Department, a position he held until he died. 

He was member of various international scientific 
societies: the British Association of Pediatric Surgeons, 
the Royal Society of Medicine of London, the Societé 
Française de Chirurgie Infantile, and the Societé Interna-
tionale de Pédiatrie de Paris. He was a founding member 
of the International Society of Pediatric Oncology in 1968. 
He was also a member of honor of the US, Scandinavian, 
Pan-American, Colombian, Argentinian, and Cuban soci-
eties in our specialty. 

He was professor of Pediatric Surgery at Universidad 
Autónoma de Madrid. He educated medical residents since 
1968, and organized multiple courses and seminars. He 
was in charge of the WHO’s training programs in Pediatric 
Surgery in Africa – as a matter of fact, Monereo spoke up 
to four languages. 

It should be highlighted that Julio Monereo was one of 
the great contributors to the creation and formalization of 
our specialty in Spain, which was first acknowledged by a 
Royal Decree in 1977. And he was also one of the first to 
suggest pediatric surgery specialists, as in other countries, 
should have previously completed seven years of educa-
tion, three of which at hospitals accredited for pediatric 
surgery training. He also wrote our specialty should only 
be learnt and carried out at a pediatric hospital, since pedi-
atric surgery is “large, diverse, and difficult” but revolves 
around a common denominator – children, “of whom pedi-
atric surgeons should have full knowledge so as to deeply 
understand their physiopathological responses.” He also 
tried to foster pediatric surgery education in the university 
environment, both at pre-graduate and post-graduate levels. 
He realized training programs were required in what we 
call subspecialties today – general pediatric surgery, exper-
imental surgery, oncology, traumatology and orthopedics, 
plastic and maxillofacial surgery, urology, etc.(2). 

In 1962, he founded a Pediatric Surgery division within 
the Spanish Society of Surgery, chaired by Joan Picañols 
– and by Monereo himself, Isidro Claret, and José Boix-
Ochoa later on.

 In 1971, he integrated Spain into the European Asso-
ciation of Pediatric Surgery (EUPSA), participating as 
a founder member. He inscribed the Pediatric Surgery 
division of the Spanish Society of Pediatrics in the World 
Federation of Associations of Pediatric Surgeons in 1974, 
representing Spain in the Executive Board(1).

 He was awarded various decorations, including Isabel 
la Católica’s Order Civil Merit Honor (1966), Red Cross’ 
2 de Mayo Order’s Silver Medal (1954), and Spanish Air 
Ministry’s Aeronautical Merit Cross (1969). 

He died prematurely in Madrid on December 7, 1977, 
at the age of 53. 

For all pediatric surgeons in Spain, La Paz has always 
been a healthcare facility of reference, and especially so 

considering many pediatric surgeons and chief physicians 
from other Spanish institutions have been trained there. Let 
me finish this with a sentence written by Monereo himself 
in his article “La actualidad de la cirugía pediátrica”, or 
“Pediatric Surgery Today,” when he mentioned the quote 
by Sir Dennis Browne engraved on the gold medal that 
is annually awarded after him by the BAPS to the most 
distinguished pediatric surgeon of the year: “The aim of 
Pediatric Surgery is the standard, not the privilege.” 
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Julio Monereo González (1924-1977). Picture courtesy of his daughter, 
Susana Monereo.


